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Thomas Frank Orthman

JUL 25, 1934 - FEB 20, 2014

T homas Frank Orthman, Sr. passed away at 1:20 p. m. February 20, 2014. He
was born July 25, 1934 in Fort Wayne, Indiana, the son of Wilmer Herman
Orthman and Hester Mary Gronau Orthman. They preceded him in death. He left to
cherish his loving memory, his beloved wife of 57 years: Dorothy “Dot” McKeeman
Orthman. They were united in marriage on September 1, 1956. He is survived by his
son, Thomas Frank Orthman, Jr., his daughter Deborah Orthman Norris, her
husband J. Lee Norris and their two daughters, Jessica Nicole Norris and Stephanie
Elizabeth Norris, all of Fort Myers, Florida. Tom’s brothers, Jack W. Orthman and his
wife Louise Howard Orthman live in Paulding, Ohio, and James Neil Orthman and
his wife Rosa Delgado Orthman are from Fort Wayne, Indiana. Tom’s sister Karen C.
Orthman McKeeman and her husband David A. McKeeman also live in Fort Wayne.
Tom served honorably in the United States Naval Reserve and the United States
Navy for eight years and was on active duty in the Mediterranean Sea aboard the USS
Monrovia APA 31 for two years. He attended the School of Business at Valparaiso
University in Valparaiso, Indiana. Tom’s long time dream of moving to Lee County
Florida came true in 1963. He was employed at First Federal Savings and Loan
Association for thirty-one years. He was President and Chairman of the Board when
he retired in August, 1994. He was commiitted to his faith, family and community and
gave generously of his time, energy, and finances. He raised millions of dollars for
charitable organizations. Tom received many awards for his service. He and Dot were
named Altruists of the Year. Tom had been extremely active in the financial industry
throughout Florida as well as locally in Fort Myers. He served as Chairman of the
Florida League of Financial Institutions and directed the League’s merger with the
Florida Bankers Association. He was Chairman of the Board of Florida
Informanagement Services which provided financial data for member banks and
savings and loans in Florida, as well as, the southeastern part of the United States.
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Locally, he was President of the Edison Festival of Light, in accordance with the
Edison Pageant of Light, a member of the Executive Committee with the Advisory
Council of the University of South Florida’s Fort Myers campus. He also participated
in the initial development of the Florida Gulf Coast University. He was active in
Rotary, the United Way, Kiwanis, the Southwest Florida Boy Scout Council, Greater
Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Property Owners, Business
Development Council of Lee County, Lee Healthcare Resources, Cypress Cove at
HealthPark, and Saint Michael Lutheran Church and School. He was a Past
Commodore of the Royal Palm Yacht Club and President of the Blue Gavel. He built
and flew remote controlled airplanes, enjoyed bowling, boating, fishing., watching
football, baseball and any sport which his children or grandchildren played. He loved
family gatherings and recorded them in photos and home movies. Visitation will be
at the Fort Myers Memorial Gardens Funeral Home, 1589 Colonial Boulevard, Fort
Myers, FL. 33907, 239-936-0555 from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM on Friday, February 28,
2014. A celebration of Tom’s life will be held at Saint Michael Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 3595 Broadway at Carrell Road in Fort Myers at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday,
March 1, 2014, with Reverend Jon Zehnder officiating. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to Saint Michael Lutheran Church and School
Foundation 3595 Broadway, Fort Myers, FL. 33901 Or The Alvin A. Dubin
Alzheimer’s Resource Center 12468 Brantley Commons Court, Fort Myers, FL. 33907
Guest register is available at wwwfortmyersmemorial.comFuneral arrangements are
under the direction of the Fort Myers Memorial Gardens Funeral Home.
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Robert Ziegler posted:

Tom was a significant leader and mentor in my ministry over the past 15 years at St. Michael. He
sponsored me in Rotary, share valuable insights, and lead our St. Michael Foundation board. He and
Dot were always befriending my family and making key community connections for me. We were
blessed by this man of God who lead by example and in humble service above self! My prayers are
with Dot and the family. In Christ, Bob Ziegler

February 28 at 12:02 PM

Ron Riley posted:

Tom was a well respected community leader...a good man. His work in Rotary over many years has
impacted people all over the world. He will be sorely missed.My prayers are with Tom's family.Ron
Riley

February 27 at 3:59 PM

Lisa Rowe posted:

Lit a candle in memory of Thomas Frank Orthman

February 26 at 8:52 AM

Pastor Phil Harris posted:

In memory of my "best" friend of high school days at Woodburn High School in Woodburn, IN. | have
many memories of our days together. Everything from tearing down engines, to going through the
country side picking up metal and old fencing to get spending money. We shared that with one other
friend. He would ride my motorcycle. He only had two speeds on it, stop and wide open. | finally
returned it to my uncle, who | was buying it from for fear Tom would kill himself. Our friendship was
interrupted when he fell for a pretty young lady, we called her "Dot." But that was okay, the same
diseased hit me a short time later. We joined the Navy Reserves together. He served two years
active. My time did not come up and | served 12 years in the Reserved only. Bonnie and | hope the
very best for "Dot" and the family during this time. Your friend in Christ,Pastor Phil Harris and Bonnie

February 24 at 11:24 AM
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Arlene Scheiwe Krueckeberg posted:

Dot, ever since Karen called we have been thinking of you and praying for you and your family.
Classmates have been in touch with each other to share loving memories of Tom and you. You both
are wonderful examples of Christian love and charity. Tom and | were confirmed together at Christ
Lutheran Church in Woodburn. He was always respected and admired by fellow classmates. You
both did so much for so many. We always enjoyed worshiping at your church and attending your
Bible Class afterwards. We appreciated and enjoyed staying at your Penthouse Suite. You both
hosted our class reunion. So many wonderful memories. May our loving Heavenly Father be with you
and your wonderful family as you grieve the loss of such a wonderful human being.Arlene Scheiwe
Krueckeberg

February 22 at 1:09 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Thomas by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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